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The Word on the Boulevard By Marah Francis 
 

      The start of a new school year sparks vast conversations amongst students for various reasons. 
There are new expectations to meet, familiar faces to see, and burdens to carry around like the 
backpacks that hang on our shoulders. Being in a high school with a vibrant school spirit allows 
us to look forward to things such as athletic games, music concerts, and school dances. However, 
that excitement is neutralized when remembering the reality that hard work creates success.   
  
     Senior, Parker Hewitt, has already felt the heaviness of his AP classes with the incoming tide 
of the school year, “I had it pretty easy the first few weeks, but I’m starting to have to put a lot of 
time in to keep up.” Despite the intimidating workload, he is looking forward to hanging out with 

his friends more and allowing his last year of high school to form 
him more as a young adult. Senior Lexi Heck was also looking 
forward to her last year at Martinsburg due to her determination 
and good efforts to be her best. Lexi has made great friends here 
and will be sad to watch them leave after graduation, “I’m going 
to miss all the people I’ve become close to because they mean the 
most to me.”  (See Boulevard on Page 2) 
  
     
  
  

  
  Parker Hewitt and Lexi Heck 
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Boulevard By Marah Francis 
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(Continued from Page 1)  
 
     Junior year is often said to 
be the hardest, Junior Tara 
Goodale is ready to face the 
challenges brought to her, 
“I’ve put more time and effort 
into my school work than 
before.” She also is maturing 
into her age allowing her 
social life to change for the 
better, “Socially I've realized 
things are better; in a good 
way.” Grace Stancil can also 
relate to Tara’s ambition for a 
strong academic year,” I hope 
not to procrastinate on 
assignments this year and 
concentrate on all my work 
the best I can.”   
  
Sophomore year is a time for 
adjustments. No longer being 
on the bottom of the totem 
pole, Barrett Colerick is 
looking forward to sporting 
the MHS pride, “I was really 
happy to move up and no 
longer be a freshman. I am 
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really looking forward to 
homecoming and spirit 
weeks. I really hope for 
good memories out of this 
year to get that amazing 
high school experience 
everyone talks about.” 
However, Sophia Johnson 
has taken a more casual 
approach to starting her high 
school year,” my 
expectations for this year 
were the same as the last. I 
hope to go to school 
and work, so I can pass.” 

 No one has more to think 
about than the incoming 
freshman starting their first 
year of high school. Kaya 
Collings said, “I was super 
scared and thought I was 
going to get lost in the 
school,” something 
everyone can relate to at 
some point in their 
lives. However, she is 
anticipating her classes to 
learn better studying skills. 
Grace Martin seems very 
grateful for the welcoming 
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arms she’s felt from the 
upperclassmen and 
administration, “the 
upperclassmen seem to 
be really nice and 
encouraging to the new 
freshman in their school. 
The teachers are 
supportive when they 
need to be.”   

Aside from the struggles 
every teenager goes 
through, the word on the 
boulevard is to be the 
best student you can 
be, so you can have the 
time to spend with your 
friends and make 
memories that count. 
These students 
of Martinsburg High 
School know what 
they’re doing. From 
putting down the spirit 
stick, to picking up a 
pencil, they have their 
goals set in place to 
tackle the oncoming 
months of 2018-2019.   

Tara Goodale and Julian Lopez 

Barrett Colerick 

Kaya Collings and Grace Martin 
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Homecoming 2018: A Night with the Stars 
By Olivia Mills 

 
 

     Homecoming is an exciting time of year for most. With this year’s theme, “A Night With the 
Stars,” it will include everything there is to love about Hollywood! From red carpet, to flashing 
paparazzi lights, you will definitely feel like a star. The dance will be on October 13, held in the large 
gym from 7pm until 10:30pm. Tickets will go on sale October 9th and be sold through October 12th, 
the day before homecoming. If you plan to bring a date or a friend from another school, guest forms 
can be picked up in the main office!      
     The week before homecoming is spirit week, as always. Show your school pride and participate in 
the spirit days! Monday, October 8th we will not have school due to Columbus Day. Tuesday is the 
first day to participate, which is “Meme Day,” dress as your favorite internet meme. Wednesday is 
“Walt Disney Wednesday,” dress as your favorite Disney character! Thursday will be “Decade Day,” 
each grade is to dress as if they were living in a different decade. Freshman wear clothing from the 
1960s, sophomores the 1970s, juniors the 1980s, and seniors the 1990s. The last spirit day is Friday, of 
course the theme is orange and black!  
     To end the week the football team plays Hedgesville on Friday night, October 12th. The 
homecoming court will be announced and king and queen will be crowned during halftime of the 
football game.  

Editorial: Parking Woes at MHS By Hailey Rudy 
	  	  	  	  	  Do you have questions and concerns about parking passes and the student lot? I had the opportunity to 
interview our principal Mr. Sherman and our assistant principal Mr. Sine about this topic. First, I asked what the 
price is determined by? Sherman and Sine both responded, “It’s been that way since I came here.” The 40 or 60 
dollars you are paying for your spot goes to “the general fund.” The general fund pays for anything that the 
school needs or wants. Mr. Sherman said there are 35 senior spots and 70 plus regular spots. According to Mr. 
Sherman around 100 passes are sold each year and they do not sell out. I 
also asked if the lot was going to be repainted any time soon. Mr. Sherman 
replied, “The lines get repainted every two years, so this coming summer 
they should be getting done.” Mr. Sherman made the point to inform me 
that it costs $2,000 for the lines to be redone. He also made the point that 
repainting lines isn’t cheap; however, if every year approximately 100 
students pay 40 dollars for a pass totaling 4,000 dollars shouldn’t there be 
plenty of money to paint the lines, especially if it’s done every two years 
and not annually?  
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           Weeks before the new school year started our fall 
sports teams begin practicing for their seasons ahead. I 
was interested to learn more about each team’s tactics, 
competition, and goals for the season. After being 
given the opportunity to interview a captain from the 
volleyball, cross country, boy soccer and girls soccer 
team, I was able to gain insight about their seasons.  

 Ashleigh Wallin was gracious enough to answer a few questions about the varsity volleyball 
team here at Martinsburg High School. The lady Bulldogs have had a successful season thus far 
and I wanted to know what helps the success of the team Ashleigh said, “ We always stay 
positive and never give up on each other. We’re always picking each other up and staying close 
as a team.” After asking what her goals 
for the teamwork this year she said, “My 
goal for the team is to be the best we can 
be. This year everyone has been working 
extremely hard so we can reach our final 
goal in Charleston.” 

 Nathan Roemer is a sophomore on the 
Martinsburg High School cross country 
team and offered to answer a few 
questions about their season. Nathan 
Roemer and his teammates are 
passionate about the sport and enjoy 
running for their school, he said, “ my 
favorite part of being a bulldog is the people that I am with in the environment of the school, 
the nonstop support from the school and Coach really drives us all to do our best in everything, 
not just in sports.” Nathan was very certain what his expectation for the team is this year when 
he said, “Our goal this season isn’t to qualify our team to state, our goal is to put 150% into our 
races and if we don’t win or we don’t make it to state, we are still winners because we put our 
all into the races.” 

Fall Sports are Back in 
Action By Emily Beck 

Kierra Anderson 

2018  Cross Country Team 
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Junior captain Christopher Catlett, of the 
boys soccer team was able to answer a 
few questions about the goals and 
success of the team. I was interested to 
hear what helps the success of the team, 
Christopher said, “Focusing and getting 
better day by day and pushing one 
another.” Each team had different goals 
for the season, Christopher said the 
goals for his team were to improve game 
by game and go deep into the playoffs.  

Lastly, I had the opportunity to 
interview Erin Forsythe, a captain on the 
Lady Bulldogs soccer team. She has 
high hopes for the season she said, “I would like to be more successful than we were last 
year, when we all have positive attitudes and communicate with each other, it brings us 
closer together to be more successful.” Aaron highly encourages students to come and 
support the Lady Bulldogs especially for their match against Spring Mills, Erin said, “We 
have always had a rivalry with Spring Mills, which will increase the energy and intensity of 
the game.”  

 

Fall Sports  
(Continued)By Emily Beck 

2018 Boys Soccer 

Liz Hausafus 
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New Teachers Join MHS Faculty 
By Sean Albon 

     Mr. Barger graduated from University of New Orleans and 
teaches 10th grade English and Creative Writing. He chose to 
come to MHS because his wife got a job at Musselman High 
School and he wanted to also teach in Berkeley County at a public 
school since he had been used to teaching in private schools.   
 
 
Ms. Beale graduated from Shepherd University and teaches 
Spanish 1 and 2. She is an MHS alumnus and was influenced to 
work here since teaching has ran in the family and the teachers 
and administrators encouraged her to continue her education.  
 
 
Mr. Beiler went to Frostburg State and Shepherd University and 
works with the Special Education and Behavioral Disorder 
classes. He chose to work at MHS since he wanted to teach where 
he coached.   
 
 
Ms. Cartwright graduated from West Minister and teaches 
English 9. She wanted to work for MHS since “the school culture 
is upbeat and everyone watches out for each other.” 
  
 
Mr. Delong graduated from Bridgewater College and teaches a 
variety of subjects, such as English, health, and daily skills. He 
started working at MHS because of some connections here and 
the diversity our school provides.   
 
 
Ms. Erdman attended Millersvile University and Shepherd 
University and helps with ESL (English Second Language) 
students. She wanted to teach at MHS because she likes and 
enjoys the diversity here and Mr. Sherman made a good argument 
to have her here.    
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Mr. Grantham graduated from Shepherd University and 
teaches Contemporary Studies and Civics. He retired 5 
years ago but chose to be a long-term substitute at MHS.   
 
 
 
Ms. Hickerson attended Shepherd, WVU, and Western Governors 
University and teaches English 10. She wanted to work at MHS 
because she is an alumni and she says that our school is the “best 
school around.” 
 
 
 
Ms. Legates is currently attending Blue Ridge University 
and is our new secretary. She chose to work at MHS 
because her daughters graduated from here and she wanted 
to work for the “big kids” since she used to work as an 
assistant Pre-K teacher before coming here.   
 
 
 
Ms. Liu graduated from Jilin Normal University and teaches 
Chinese 1 and 2. She came to MHS because she is attracted by 
the American culture and simply had the passion to teach 
Chinese.   
 
 
 
Ms. Lushbaugh graduated WVU and teaches Social Studies 
to 10th and 11th graders. She was a graduate from MHS and 
wanted to work here since she believes in this school and 
county.   
 
 
 
Ms. McKinney graduated from Shepherd University and 
teaches Geometry 10. She was given the opportunity to work here 
so she gladly took it because she would be in the same school 
with her son.  
 
 
 

New Teachers….Continued 
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Mr. Osborne graduated from Shepherd University and teaches 
social studies, English, and health. He has been in the building 
before as a long-term substitute last year and that was a good 
experience for him, so he decided to return to us this year as a 
permanent teacher.   
 
 
 
 
Ms. Owen went to Portland State, William and Mary College, 
and Shenendoah College and is now an assistant principal at 
MHS. She decided to move over to MHS because of its lovely 
inviting community and decided to move away from 
Musselman because she was at Musselman for a long period 
of time and needed a switch.  
 
 
 
 
Ms. Prengaman graduated from WVU and is teaching Algebra 
2. She decided to work at MHS because she heard good things 
about us and is affiliated with the band program.   
 
 
 
 
Mr. Watts attended WVU and Fairmont and teaches Algebra 
and English to the Special Education classes. He joined the 
MHS teaching staff because the opportunity arose and liked 
the support he received from the Special Ed. Department.   
 
 
 
 
Ms. Williams attended Glenville State and took courses at 
Phoenix University online and now teaches Biology and 
Forensics. Since she coaches softball here, she decided to 
teach where she coaches.   
  
 

New Teachers….Continued 
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     As football season kicks off at Martinsburg High School, so 
does the marching band season. The Bulldog Marching Band 
has been hard at work with their marching show entitled Ray 
Charles in Concert including “Hit the Road Jack,” “Unchain 
My Heart,” “America the Beautiful,” “Hallelujah I Love Her 
So,” and “Georgia on My Mind.” Directed by John Carper, the 
band has gained fifteen members since their last season and 
brings a fierce sound. “This year has gone a lot smoother. I 
think I know a lot more of what to expect,” says Mr. Carper.  

     The Bulldog Band also competes in multiple marching 
competitions throughout their season. These competitions are 
held at the Mountain State Forest Festival on October 6th, 
Musselman High School on October 13th, and Linganore High 
School on October 20th. The members of the band seem to 
thoroughly enjoy the shows they are performing this year. “I 
enjoy our show theme because it really emphasizes musicality 
and gives a challenge that’s workable,” said Kaleb Asmussen, 
Martinsburg senior and elite drumline member. The band is 

also given the privilege to march in two parades this year, 
including the Apple Harvest Parade in Martinsburg and the 
parade at the Mountain State Forest Festival.  

     Most importantly, the Bulldog Band is hosting its biggest 
fundraiser on September 15th, known as the Band 
Spectacular. “I’m really looking forward to the Spectacular,” 
said Layton Craigie, sophomore clarinetist for the band. This 
event is where our home band sets up and hosts a competition 
for schools from the surrounding regions. Not only does the 
Band Spectacular bring bands to Martinsburg, but it is also one 
of the largest competitions in the area! Check in at half-time or 
come to any of the band’s competitions to support your 
school’s diligent band! 

Bulldog Band Off 
to a Great Start 

By Emily Dodds 

The  2018 Bulldog Band 

Kaleb Asmussen 

L-R, Layton Craigie, Haley Watson 

Photo Credits for individual 
shots:  

Kelsea Anderson 
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American War Hero and Politician 
Dies of Brain Cancer 

By Tanner Boeckmann 
     John McCain, the celebrated and well-known American 
war hero and politician, passed away at his Arizona home on 
August 25, ,2018 at the age of 81. McCain, the second of 3 
children to naval officer John S. McCain Jr., graduated 5th 

from last in his class at the Naval Academy of Annapolis in 
1958. Despite graduating as one of the lowest in his class, he 
still had a very promising future. McCain spent 5 and a half 
years being beaten and tortured as a prisoner of war, but he 
persevered. After his release, McCain served as a republican 
senator for the state of Arizona. McCain was known as a 
“Maverick” and was never afraid to cross party lines. 
McCain believed that, “Our shared values define us more 
than our differences and acknowledging those shared values 
can see us through our challenges today, if we have the 
wisdom to trust in them again”.  

     McCain was known for crossing party lines, and that 
made AP Government and Psychology teacher Derek 
Gallagher, respect him even more. Gallagher believes that 
McCain, “Served our country in a very valiant way”, which 
is something that many people agree with. Gallagher also 
stated, “McCain kept the Republican party in check, and he 
wasn’t afraid to stand up for what is right, even if it meant 
disagreeing with his party.”Though one might not have 
always agreed with John McCain, many can respect him for 
being an outstanding politician, and always striving to do 
what is right.  

    One thing McCain was never afraid of was compromise. 
He knew that to get anything done, there needed to be 
compromise. McCain was always very real and straight 
forward, he wasn’t afraid to stand up for what he believed in. 
John McCain was a maverick and a warrior in every sense, 
his legacy will live on, and he will never be forgotten.  
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Pulitzer Prize-Winning 
Playwright Dies at 91 

By Tanner Boeckmann 

Neil Simon, the Pulitzer Prize winning playwright, and popular 
dramatist has died at the age of 91. Simon, a native of New York City, was popular 
for his plays that exposed human weaknesses and emotions. Simon was born on 
The Fourth of July in 1927, his father a garment salesman, would disappear from 
time to time, leaving his mother Mamie to care for Simon and his brother. Simon, 
who loved comedy movies, would often get kicked out of movie theatres for 
laughing too hard. Eventually, Simon and his brother, whom he was very close 
with, started to write and sell material to standup comedians and radio shows 
while they still lived in New York. 

 Simon, after getting discharged from the army, got a job working in the mail 
room at Warner Brothers Studios, and ultimately started writing comedy for 
comedy shows at Warner Brothers. After a few years though, the pleasure from 
writing comedy started to fade, therefore he moved on to writing plays in the 
1960’s. Simon’s first play, Come Blow Your Horn, was a modest success. His next 
play though, Barefoot In The Park, was a major success, and ran for 4 years on 
Broadway. Simon’s story lines often included two people and funny one liners. 
According to David Ryan, the MHS theatre teacher and program director, “Neil 
Simon has a way of building stories around human emotions. He creates really 
relatable characters”. Ryan, who has never directed a Neil Simon show, but has 
stage managed one also said, “I would love to do Barefoot In The Park at 
Martinsburg. I think his shows are a little dated, but they have universal themes. I 
hope that someday someone would update them for modern audiences. 

 Neil Simon was a beloved playwright that was admired by many people. He 
was the only living playwright to have a Broadway theatre named after him. His 
shows, which reflected human emotions really resonated with people, and will 
continue to resonate with audiences for years to come.  
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     Martinsburg alumni Donte Grantham is very busy these days. He used to play basketball at Martinsburg High 
School and won a couple state championships, then he went on to play for Clemson University. Now he is in the 
NBA playing for the Oklahoma City Thunder. When asked how it feels to be signed to play basketball for OKC 
Thunder, Grantham said “it feels great, blessed to be in the position I’m in, and thankful that I always stayed true 
to the game through injury and all as it has paid off.” Grantham had some words of wisdom when he was asked 
what it took to make it to the highest level of basketball, “ It took countless hours in the gym when no one was 
watching, a lot of people/coaches guiding me on the right track and just always believing in myself and my craft 
that if I continue to work I can achieve anything I put my mind too.” As for regrets, the answer actually surprised 
me, he said “ I ALWAYS regret not winning state championship my junior year; the seniors that year really 
deserved it.  In college I really don’t regret anything, the things I went through in my first 3 years there really 
helped me learn from those mistakes and put it all together my senior year and make it to the Sweet 16.”     

     When asked about any pre-game rituals Grantham said, “ Before each game I really find 15-20 minutes to 
myself and really imagine myself playing well. Imagining game-like scenarios and honestly praying before I step 
out on the floor and just always being thankful I have the opportunity to play the game is what motivates me.” For 
people who want to play competitive basketball Grantham said, “ My advice would be to never give up, whether 
you make the team or not keep the love for the game in your heart and always work. Hard work beats talent when 
talent doesn’t work hard. Michael Jordan got cut in high school from his team and look now he is the greatest 
player to ever play! Always stay true to the game!”  
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